DISCRIMINATION, PERSECUTION, MARTYRDOM:

FOLLOWING CHRIST TOGETHER
Global Consultation | 1 - 5 November 2015 | Tirana, Albania

[ = - .- - N . = - .- - e .- = - - L 1] [ - .. - e . L s = O . = - - L]

CONSULTATION MESSAGE
04 November 2015

“If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honoured, all rejoice together.”

(1 Corinthians 12:26)

1. For the first ime in the modern history of Christianity high level leaders and representatives of the various Church
traditions gathered together to listen to, learn from, and stand with discriminated and persecuted Churches and Christians
in the world today.

2. This global gathering of 145 people took place from 2 — 4 November, 2015, in Tirana, Albania, a country that was
declared by its constitution to be an atheist state in 1967, and now has flourishing churches in a framework of religious
freedom even though some discrimination may remain,

3. The Consultation, entitled Discrimination, Persecution, Martyrdons: Following Christ Together, was convened by the Global
Christian Forum together with the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity (Roman Catholic Church), the
Pentecostal World Fellowship, the World Evangelical Alliance, and the World Council of Churches. It was organized in
close collaboration with the Orthodox Autocephalous Church of Albania, the Albanian Bishops’ Conference, and the
Evangelical Alliance of Albania.

4. We have come together because discrimination, persecution and martyrdom among Christians and people of other
faiths in the contemporary world are growing due to a complex variety of factors in different realities and contexts.

5. As we follow Christ, Christians can be exposed to any form of persecution, suffering and martyrdom, because the sinful
world is against the Gospel of salvation. But from eatliest times Christians experienced the hope and reality of the
Resurrection through walking the way of the Cross. Together we follow Christ as we “hunger and thirst for righteousness”
(Matthew 5:0) for all.

6. The life of the Church for centuries has been a constant witness in two ways: the proclamation of the Gospel of Christ,
and the testimony through the shedding of the martyr’s blood. The 21% century is full of moving stories of faithful people
who have paid for their dedication to Christ through suffering, torture and execution. Christian martyrs unite us in ways
we can hardly imagine.

7. We acknowledge that solidarity among Christian churches is needed to strengthen Christian witness in the face of
discrimination, persecution, and martyrdom. In the 215 century, we need to urgently strengthen the solidarity of all
Christians, following up on what has been accomplished with insight and discernment from this Consultation.

8. We repent of having at times persecuted each other and other religious communities in history, and ask forgiveness
from each other and pray for new ways of following Christ together.

In communion with Christ we commit ourselves:

(@) To listen more to the experiences of Christians, Churches, and of all those who are discriminated against and
persecuted, and deepen our engagement with suffering communities.

(b) To pray more for Churches, Christians, and for all those suffering discrimination and persecution, as well as for
the transformation of those who discriminate and persecute.

(c) To speak up more with respect and dignity, with a clear and strong voice together, on behalf of those who are
suffering.

(d) To do more in mutual understanding to find effective ways of solidarity and support for healing, reconciliation,
and for the religious freedom of all oppressed and persecuted people.
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9. Listening to the expetience of those going through challenging times, praying and discerning together ways of following
Christ in these harsh realities, the Consultation calls on:

(a) Al Christians to include more prominently in their daily prayers those who are discriminated against,
persecuted, and suffering for the fulfilment of God’s Kingdom.

(b) All Christian organisations on regional, national and local levels from various traditions to learn, pray and
work together in their localities for the persecuted to ensure they are better supported.

(¢) Al Chaurches to engage more in dialogue and co-operation with other faith communities, and be “as wise as
serpents and innocent as doves” (Matthew 10:16) by remaining vigilant, watchful and fearless in the face of
discrimination and persecution.

(d) Al persecutors who discriminate against and oppress Christians and violate human rights to cease their abuse,
and to affirm the right of all human beings to life and dignity.

(¢) All governments to respect and protect the freedom of religion and belief of all people as a fundamental human
right. We also appeal to governments and international organisations to respect and protect Christians and all
other people of goodwill from threats and violence committed in the name of religion. In addition, we ask them
to work for peace and reconciliation, to seck the settlement of on-going conflicts, and to stop the flow of arms,
especially to violators of human rights.

(f) A/l media to report in an appropriate and unbiased way on violations of religious freedom, including the
discrimination and persecution of Christians as well as of other faith communities.

(8) All educational institutions to develop opportunities and tools to teach young people in particular about human
rights, religious tolerance, healing of memories and hostilities of the past, and peaceful means of conflict

resolution and reconciliation.

(k) All people of goodwill to work for justice, peace and development, knowing that poverty and disrespect of
human dignity are major contributing factors to violence.

10. We recommend that the Global Christian Forum evaluates within two years the work of this event, and reports to all
four bodies for their follow up.

May God the Father who created us equal by His grace, strengthen our efforts to overcome all forms of
discrimination and persecution.

May His Holy Spirit guide us in solidarity with all those who seek peace and reconciliation.

May He heal the wounds of the persecuted and grant us hope as we look forward to the glorious coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ who will make all things new.
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Kirketoppmeate om forfulgte kristne

Kirken.no 6.11.2015

En kirkehistorisk begivenhet fant sted i Tirana, Albania denne uken. Hele bredden av
kristenheten var 1.-5. november samlet for & lytte til, be sammen og vise solidaritet med
kristne som diskrimineres og forfelges for sin tros skyld.

(Foto: Mikael
Stjernberg)

De om lag 150 deltakerne fikk here vitnesbyrd om forfelgelse og
martyrdom fra trossesken i Midtesten, Afrika og Asia og snakket
om hvordan kirker og kristne i trygge omrader kan vise solidaritet
med og yte konkret hjelp til alle som forfelges pa grunn av sin tro
og overbevisning.

Tema for metet, som var et samarbeid mellom Global Christian
Forum, Vatikanet, Den evangeliske verdensallianse,
Pinsevennenes globale fellesskap og Kirkens verdensrad, var

_ Discrimination, Persecution, Martyrdom: Following Christ

" A ‘today.

Om lag halvparten av deltakerne kom fra land hvor forfelgelse av kristne er en realitet, og
flere av de inviterte var ikke i stand til & komme til Albania pd grunn av en kritisk situasjon 1
hjemlandet.

- Vitnesbyrd om krenkelser, kidnapping og drap gjer dypt inntrykk, sier Berit Hagen Agoy
(bilde), som representerte Den norske kirke pa motet. Hun er generalsekretar i
Mellomkirkelig rad for Den norske kirke.

- Matet var et sterkt uttrykk for at hele Kristi kirke lider nér noen av vére trossesken utsettes
for grusomheter. Samtidig er det veldig oppmuntrende at den verdensvide kirke nér stdr mer
samlet og i fellesskap vil styrke arbeidet for trosfrihet, sier hun.

Kardinal Kurt Koch fra Vatikanet overbrakte en hilsen fra Pave Francis som pekte pa hvordan
martyrene 1 ulike deler av verden og fra ulike kirketradisjoner, synliggjer at vi tilherer samme
Kristi kropp.



- Den romersk katolske kirke viser en gledelig vilje og apenhet til a forsterke det ekumeniske
samarbeidet, mener Berit Hagen Agoy. Hun trekker fram det oppmuntrende i at ledelsen for
verdensorganisasjonene for pinsevenner og evangelikale nd ensker et narmere samarbeid
bdde med katolikker og med de ortodokse og protestantiske medlemskirkene i Kirkens
verdensrid.

- Det er interessant 4 legge merke til hvordan alle disse kirketradisjonene nd mye sterre grad
enn tidligere bruker samme sprak nar de omtaler kristenforfolgelse, sier hun.

Maotet advarte mot a generalisere kristenforfelgelse og understreket at vi trenger mer
kunnskap om arsakene til diskrimineringen og at situasjonen i hvert enkelt land eller omrade
er unik.

- Ifelge Bibelen og Jesus ord er forfelgelse noe vi mé forvente som hans etterfolgere, men
dette ma ikke fore til aksept av krenkelser. Teologisk refleksjon om etterfolgelse og dyp
respekt for martyrene méa ga sammen med konkret menneskerettighetsarbeid og arbeid med &
holde myndigheter ansvarlige. Ingen skal finne seg i  bli krenket eller trakassert pd grunn av
sin overbevisning, utdyper Hagen Agay.

I den offisielle uttalelsen fra metet 1 Tirana kom kirkelederne med selvkritikk og bad om
tilgivelse for at ogsé kristne har bidratt til 4 diskriminere andre kristne og for 4 krenke
rettighetene til medmennesker med annen tro og livssyn.

- Det var bred enighet om at vi som kirker ma arbeide for alles rettigheter, samtidig som vi har
en szrlig solidaritet med kristne. Begge deler er helt nedvendig. Kirkelederne, ikke minst de
som selv kom fra land dominert av muslimsk befolkning, understreket at kirkene ma
samarbeide med moderate muslimer i kampen for trosfrihet, sier Berit Hagen Agoy.

Hun understreker at religionsfrihetskampen ikke er en kamp mellom kristne og muslimer,
men mellom dem som respekterer enkeltmenneskets verdighet, trosfrihet og religiost
mangfold — og dem som er villige til & undertrykke andre mennesker for selv 4 oppné makit.
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